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Memorandum 98-84

New Probate Code Suggestions: Informal Probate Administration

At the September 1998 meeting the Commission heard a presentation from

Bob Sullivan, former Chair of the Executive Committee of the State Bar Estate

Planning, Trust and Probate Law Section, concerning the need for informal

probate administration in California. The Commission deferred action on this

matter, until the Commission could hear from advocates of the other side of the

issue. The Commission requested the staff to put together such a presentation for

the Commission’s December meeting.

Two of the leading opponents of informal probate administration in

California on the State Bar Committee — Sandy Rae and Don Green — have

agreed to attend the Commission’s December meeting to present reasons why

the Commission should not undertake this project. Bob Sullivan plans to attend

to present counter-arguments.

By way of background, we attach the following materials:

Exhibit pp.
1. Analysis of Proposed Legislation for Informal Administration of

Decedents’ Estates in California ............................ 1-15
2. Sample letters pro and con .................................. 16-50

In addition, the staff analysis of this proposal may be found at pages 22-24 of

Memorandum 98-56.

Respectfully submitted,

Nathaniel Sterling
Executive Secretary






































































































